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Subject:  "A  SAFETY  FIRST  CHRISTMAS. 11  Information  fror.  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and 
Soils,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


— ooOoo — 

Of  all  the  questions  in  this  week's  mail,  the  one  that  seems  nost  important 
to  nc  cones  from  a  listener  who  is  interested  in  safety  first  on  Christmas. 

She  writes:     "We  mothers  have  "been  hearing  for  years  and  years  about  a  safe 
and  sane  Fourth  of  July.    But  why  isn't  there  more  preaching  about  a  safe  and  sane 
Chri stmas?     In  so  many  homes  Christmas  is  a  dangerous  day.    Every  year  at  holiday 
time  I  read  aoout  houses  "burning  down  and  children  hurt  when  Christmas  trees  or 
trimmings  catch  fire.     Can't  you  suggest  some  way  of  making  Christmas  a  safer  day?" 

Answer:     Chemists  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  "been  working  for 
years  against  home  fire  hazards.    And  they  agree  with  this  listener  that  the 
Christmas  tree,  the  symbol  of  happiness  and  peace  on  earth,  is  all  too  often  a 
serious  fire  menace.     To  "be  sure,  most  wise  families  no  longer  light  the  tree  with 
candles  as  they  once  did.    But  even  the  little  electric-bulb  systems  sometimes 
have  short  circuits,  and  people  still  are  careless  with  cigarettes  and  matches. 
Trees  today  are  usually  cut  sometime  before  Christmas  and  soon  dry  out  in  a  warn 
dry  room.     So  they  are  ready  tinder  for  a  spark  from  the  fireplace,  a  lighted 
cigarette,  a  candle  on  the  table,  or  any  other  source  of  flame.    Moreover,  many  of 
the  ornaments  used  on  the  trees,  such  as  cot ton- snow,  are  inflammable,  and  add  to 
the  fire  risk. 


Ir .-  Martin  Leatherman  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  .just  announced  a 
simple  Y.vy  to  make  your  tree  more  fire  resistant.    His  method  is  to  set  the  cut  end 
of  the  bree  trunk  in  water  containing  a  fire-resisting  chemical.    The  tree  will 
drink  up  that  liquid  and  carry  it  to  ever.-  branch  and  even  every  needle. 

Dr.  Leatherman  says  ammonium  sulphate  is  about  the  best  fire-resisting 
.-material.     It's  cheap  and  effective  and  for  sale  at  any  seed  store  and  most  hardware 
stores.    Just  make  sure  you  use  enough  for  the  size  of  your  tree  and  then  give  the 
tree  3  or  .4  days  to  drink  it  up,  because  your  efforts  will  amount  to  nothing  unless 
the  tree  takes  up  the  chemical  solution.    To  know  how  much  ammonium  sulphate  and 
water  to  use  takes  a  little  figuring. 

Dr.  Leatherman  advises  cutting  off  the  end  of  the  trunk  at  an  angle  or  in 
a  V- shape  so  the  tree  can  drink  easily.     Set  the  tree  in  the  solution  in  a  cool 
place  to  absorb  the  liquid  3  or  4  days.    Don't  bring  the  tree  in  to  a  warm  dry  room 
until  at  least  part  of  the  liquid  has  been  taken  up,  because  a  tree  does  not  absorb 
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as  rapidly  in  \varm  dry  air. 

By  the  way,  Dr.  Leatherman  finds  that  if  a  tree  has  "been  cut  for  too  long 
it  loses  its  power  of  absorbing  and  can't  be  made  fire-resistant.    Also  he  says 
if  you  do  not  follow  these  directions  you  cannot  expect  satisfactory  results. 

Now  if  you  want  these  directions,  write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  ask  for  the  circular  "lessening  the  Christmas  tree  fire 
hazard".     It's  free.     If  you  don't  get  it  in  time  for  this  Christmas,  you  can 
file  it  away  for  another  year. 

Dr.  Leatherman  has  a  word  of  caution  to  add.    He  says  that  a  tree  which  has 
been  properly  treated  by  this  method  will  not  catch  fire  from  a  match  or  electric 
spark  yet  might  be  ignited  by  a  large  flame  nearby.     So  never  set  your  tree  too 
near  the  fireplace.    Also  if  you  use  cotton  to  look  like  snow,  you'd  better  fire- 
proof that  cotton, — or  any  other  inflammable  decorations.    And  you  are  welcome  to 
directions  for  doing  this,  too.    Write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Farmers' 
Bulletin  1786  called  "Fireproof ing  Fabrics . " 

Here  are  2  answers  to  the  listener  interested  in  a  safe  and  sane  Christmas: 
One  is  a  mimeograph  on  lessening  the  Christmas  Tree  Fire  Hazard;  the  other  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  1786  called  "Fireproof ing  Fabrics."    Both  are  free  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Needless  to  say,  there  are  other  ways  of  keeping  your  home  safe  from  fire 
on  Christmas.    Have  no  lighted  candles  near  curtains,  trimmings,  or  other  in- 
flammable materials  or  within  the  reach  of  small  children.    ICeep  a  screen  in  front 
of  the  fireplace.    Ee  extra  careful  about  matches  and  lighted  cigarrettes  with 
paper  wrappings  and  Christmas  decorations  about.    And  don't  use  "coal  oil"  or 
kerosene  to  start  your  Christmas  morning  fire. 


##### 


